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NEPIAHWH

O1 oUOTNPATIKEG AVAOKOMNOEIG OUVEIOPEPOUV OE IO MIO AVTIKEI-
Meviki npoogyyion Tng BiBAIoypa®iag oUyKPITIKA JE TIG OUMPBATIKEC,
apnynpaTikéG avaokonnioelg. Me Tov Tpéno autd, cupBdAlouv
oTnv anooa®rivion Bgpdtwy énou ugpiotatal afefaidtnTa, ard
kal otnv anokdAuyn nediwv 6nou n €peuva evOEXeTal va eival
eMINN¢. H pera,avdAuon, o nepINTWoEeIG GNou appodel, augdvel
Tnv akpifeia Tou unoloyiéuevou peyEBouc Tou BepaneuTikoy
anoteAéopaTog, neplopiCovrag Tautéxpova Ty MOavoTnTa Peudws
APVNTIKWY ANOTEAEOUATWY.

OepeNON OTOIXEIO PIAG OCUCTNPATIKAG avaokdnNNong eival
n diatunwon Tou gpeuvNTIKOU EPWTAPATOG, O NPOOCOIOPIOPOG
kpITnpiwv g106d0u, n evdehexri¢ avaditnon tng BiBAloypagpiag
Kal n anoTignon TnG PeBodoAoyIKAG MOIGTNTAG TWV NPWTOYEVWYV
gpyaociwyv. MebodoAoyikd xapakTNEIOTIKG MNOU NPENEN VA EAEyXOovTal
OTIG KAIVIKEG OOKIMEG €ival: N andkpuyn Tou evepyNTIKG Tuxaiou
KaTapePIopoU Twv OEPANeUTIKWY PETPWY, N TUPAN anoTipnon
TNG €KBAoNnG kal 0 XEIPIOPOG Twv aocBevwv Nnou xdvovral KaTd Thv
napakoAouOnon.

Qot600, kKdnola ocuoTNPATIKG oPAAuaTa unopel va npokUPouv
OTIG AVAOKOMNOEIG KAl OTIG HETA,AVAAUOEIG TwV KAIVIKWV doKIpwy. H
nTwxr peBodoAoyIkA NOIGTNTA TWV NPWTOYEVWY EPYACIWY PNOPET
va unovopeyoel TNV a&lonioTia Piag cuoTNPATIKAG avaokdonnong.
Ta ouotnpatiké opdApaTa pynopouv enfong va napanoifioouy Ta
€UPNMATA TNG, AOyw Tou OTI EPYAOIEG JE OTATIOTIKWG ONPAVTIKG
anoteAéoparta eival mo niBavo, éxi pévo va dnpooieubolv ald
Kal va dnpooleubolv xwpic kaBuoTEPNON CUYKPITIKG PE EKEIVES
nou Oev kataAriyouv o€ OeTikG anoTeAéopara.
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“Opol eupeTnpiou: cuCTNUATIKA avaokonnon, UETa-
avdAuon, ueBodoloyia.

EIZATQrH

O1 avaokonnoeig anoteAoUv ouo1dn epyaleia
oUvOBeoNG KAl KPITIKAG avAAUONG TwV anoTEAEOPATWY
TWV MNPWTOYEVWY MEAETWV eVw), enfong, oupBdAouv
otnv anokdAuyn nediwv 6nou n €PeUVa eVOEXETA
va gival EANINAC.

O1 oupBaTikég, a@NyNUATIKEG avaokonnioelg
ouvioTouv pn a&§iéniotn nnyn nAnpogopiag, dedo-
MEVOU OTI €ival UNOKEIPEVIKEG KA, KATG OUVENEIQ,
EMIOEKTIKEG OE OUOTNUATIKG opAApaTa. H eMIAEKTIKA
XPNOIPONoinon, O€ TETOIEG AVAOKOMNOEIG, EPYACIWY
nou unooTnpifouv TNV anoTeEAEOPATIKOTNTA OOKI-
palouevwy BEPANEUTIKWV PETPWY EvVavTl eKeEVV
Mou OV TEKUNPIWVOUV TN OPAoN TOUG, AyVOWVTAG
TAUTOXPOVA ONPAVTIKEG NAPAPETPOUG, ONWG O OXE-
OI00POG TNG PEAETNG, TO pEyeDOG Tou OelypaTog aMdG
kal Tou BepaneuTikoy anoteAéopaTtog, kabioTouv
npoBAnuaTIKA TNV anodoxn Twv CUPNEPAOHATWY
Touc'”. To kevd auté agonioTiac kdAu Jpav Ta TeAeu-
Taia XpAVIa O CUOTNHATIKEG AVACKOMNOEIC.

To BepeNiddEC oToIXEID NOU KABIOTG pIa avaoko-
nnon ouoTnPaTIKA €ival n evdeAexric avaditnon
NG oxeTIKNG BIBAIoypagiag, woTe va ehaxioTonol-
nBouv 1600 Ta cuoTnuaTikd 600 KAl Ta Tuxaia
opdAuara. Mia ouoTnpatiki avaokénnon pnopef
va nepidapBdvel, i kai 6xi, geta,avdluon Twv
dedopEvwy TnG ONAadN oTaTioTikA oUvBeon Twv
anoTEAEOPATWY TWV ENIPEPOUG PEAETWV, HE OKONG
TOV UnoAoyIopd Piag oUVOAIKAG eKTIMNONG Tou Oe-
paneuTikoU anoteAéopaTog. O dIaxwpIoPoG HETAEY
OUOTNHATIKAG avVAoKONNoNG kal PeTa,avaiuong eival
anapaitnTog, yiati av kai eival ndvrote eNiBupunTtéd
VO OVOOKONEITAl AeNTOPEPWIG TO ENIAEYEV HEPOG
NG BiBAIoypagiag, and Tnv dAN pepId evoéxeTal
o€ KANOIEG NEPINTWOEIG va ival akatdAMNAN A kai
napanAavnTikA N oTATIOTIKA evonoinon anoTeAe-
OpATWY and dIAPEPOUOES UEAETEG.

Kupia nheovekmipaTta Twy pera,avaAdoswy gival
n anooa@rivion Oepdtwy ri nediwv énou ugioTaTal
aBepaidétnTa kar n duvatdTNTa NOU NAPEXOUV WG
evaMakTIkA enhoyn évavtl danavnpwy KAIVIKWY
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MINAKAZ 1. APXEXZ NOY AIENOYN TO
ZXEAIAZMO TON ZYZITHMATIKON ANA-
ZKOMHZIEON KAl META-ANAAYZEQON TY-
XAIOMOIHMENQN KAINIKON AOKIMON

+ 2a@ng dlaTunwon gpeuvnTIKOU EpWTANATOG

+ Mpoodiopiopds kpITNpiwy €106d0U Kal ano-
kAglopoU

+ Avaitnon kar evrénion katdAAnAwv epya-
[

+ Emhoyn epyaciwv

+ Anotfpnon pebodoloyikng noIdTNTAG TwWV
NPWTOYEVWY EPYACIHV

+ Kataypapn Twv dedopévwy

+ X1aTIOTIKA avdAuon Twv dedopévwy kal na-
pouciaon Twv anoTeAeopdTwWY

+ Eppnveia Twv anoteAeopdtwy

QOKIPJWY Nou anaitodv Tn oTpatoAdynon peydAou
apIBuou aobevwy, PEIWVOVTAG TAUTOXPOVA TNV
MOavoTNTa PeUdWE APVNTIKWY ANOTEAECUATWY.

APXEX IXEAIAZIMOY XYITHMATIKQN
ANAZKOIHZEQN

O oxedIa0POG TwY CUCTNUATIKWY AvAoKOn-
OEWV KAl TWV PETA,avaAUoewy NEENEN va dIENETal
anod OUYKEKPIPEVEG APXEG, WOTE va anoPeUyovTal
opdAuaTa nou pnopei va npogAdouy eite and Tov
anokAelopd kaTdAMNAwy peAeTwy, eite and Tnv
adOKIUN OTATIOTIKA EVONONON TWV ANOTEAEOPATWY
Twv oupnepiAapBavopévwy epyaoiwyv. Or Baoikég
apxég nou napatiBevrar edw (nivakag 1), apopouv
KUPIWG OTIC OUOTNHATIKEG AVAOKOMNOEIG TUXAIO-
NOINPEVWVY KAIVIKWV OOKINWY aMd o1 1D1E¢ apxE
npé€nel va epappodovTal Kal yia TNy avaokonnon
AMwVY eMNONPIOAOYIKWY HEAETWV.

1. AlaTénwon gPEUVNTIKOU EPWTANATOG

Mia ouoTnpaTiki avaokénnon &ekivd navra Pe
Tn 0aPri dIATUNWON TOU EPEUVNTIKOU EPWTANATOG
oTo onoio emdIWKeTal va anavrioel. Na napddely-
pa: anotehel n couApaocaiadivn anoteAeopaTiki
Oepaneia otnv aykuhonoinTikr onovOuATIda;



2. Mpoodiopiopds kPITNPiwy gI66d0U Kal
anokAgiopou

Endépevo Bripa eival n diatunwon kpirnpiwy
€10600U Kal anokAeiopoU oTo NPWTOKOAAO TNG
ouoTnpatikAg avaokoénnong. Ag avayupiooupe
oTo napandvw napddelypa: 6a cupnepiAnpOolv
KAIVIKEG OOKIUEG MU gixav aoBeveic pe diayvwoE-
vn aykuhonoinTikr onovOUAITIda evw Ba npgnel
va anokAeloToUv ekelveg Nou oTPATOAGYNoQaV Kal
aoBevei¢ pe adlapoponointn onovouhoapOpond-
Beia. EninA¢ov, Ba npénel va npoodiopiocoupe ek
TwV NPOTEPWY av Ba oupnepIAIBouUpE HOVO KAIVIKEG
OOKIPEG OTIG OM0fEG N oUyKkpIon TNG cOUAPacaradj-
VNG EYIVE €vaVTI €IKOVIKOU (PAPHAKOU N KAl EKEIVEG
oTIG onoieg n oUykpion €yIve évavti AMou evepyou
OepaneuTikoU péTpou. XTa KpITripIa el06d0u Ba
npénel akOpa va dieukpIviooupe av Ba oupnepl-
AdBoupe pOvo TuxaIONOINPEVEG KAIVIKEG DOKIMEG 1
ka1 dAou oxediaopoU eNIONPIOAOYIKEG HEAETEG. H
emhoyn Twv kpITnpiwy €kBaong Nou xpnoiyonol-
AONKav OTIG NPWTOYEVEIG HEAETEG kal BAoel Twv
onofwv Ba anoTipnBel N anoTeAeopaTIKOTNTA TNG
oouApaoaiadivng oTn ouoTNPATIKA avaokonnon,
anoteAel enfong onpavTiké onpeio To onoio kal Ba
NpPENel va dIaTUNWVETal pNTWG. ©a xpnaolponoin-
Bouv, yia napddeiyua, n avakoUu@ion Tou dAyoug,
n Aeiroupyikn BeATiwon, N oUVOAIKNA ekTiunon Tou
a00evouc i Tou BepdnovTog IaTPoU yia TNV nopeia
NG aykuhonoinTikig onovouAimidag, ol HETaBOAEG
oTOUG OEIKTEG PAEYHOVAG, OI HETAPBOAEG OTIG ANAEG
aKTIVOypapieg Tou a&ovikoU okeAeTou 1 Ba ano-
TiunOel N anoteAeopaTikdTNTa Bdoel oUvOeTwWY
kpITnpiwy €kBaong, énwg 1o ASAS20;

3. Avadiitnon kai evrénion KatdAAnAwv
EPYACIWV

Anapaitntn npotnéOeon TNG CUOTNPATIKAG
avadiitnong kaTdAANAwv dnpooiedoewy eival o
kaOopIopdG Opwyv eupeTNPIACHOU. XT0 NAPANdvVW
napddelypa PNOPOUKE VA XPNOIKMONOINOOUNE WG
Ae&eig kAe1d1d: oouhpaoahradivn, Bepaneia, aykuho-
noinTikri onovouAimda. Mpokeiuévou de va auéni-
OOUME TNV anédoon TNG avadiitnong, JNOPOULE,
€VAMOKTIKG, VO XPNOIMONOINOOUPE CUVWVUMEG
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MINAKAZ 2, ZTATIZTIKA ZTOIXEIA A THN
HAEKTPONIKH BAZH AEAOMENQN MEDLINE
(PUBMED: HTTP://WWW .NCBI.NLM.NIH.GOV/
ENTREZ/QUERY.FCGI)

- E€aiperikd extevriq fdon dedopévwy (10.000.000
KaTaypagEQ)

- 1966 - onpepa

+ 3.900 nepiodikd og 40 yAwooeg

« MpooTiBevrar 400.000 avapopég / €1o¢

+ MeSH headings

« AyyAopwveg nepiAiyeic yia 1o 76% Twv
avagopwv

+ 88% Twv avagopwyv apopolv o ayyAdpwva
dpbpa

+ 52% Twv nePIodIKWY dNPOoIEYOVTAl OTIG
H.M.A.

PPAOEIG N Kal oUVOUAOUO AéEewy EupETNPIACOU,
Onwe «ka / «f» / «Oxi», n.x.: couhpaoaradivn kai
aykuAonoinTikri onovOUAITIda, ondTe pe To cuUVOUQ-
op6 autd Ba avaktnBouv epyaoieg nou apopoly ot
ocouhpacaiadivn ws Bepaneia TNG ayKUAOMOINTIKAG
onovOUuAiTidag. H xpnaoiponoinon Tou d1adeukTikou
«M» (N.x. couhpaoaradivn ri aykuhonoinTikri onovou-
Amda) dicuplvel To Nedio TNG avadiTNoNG og PEAETEG
nou apopouv &ite oTn coulpaocaradivn, eite otnv
aykuAonoinTikr onovOuATIda, Gpuoikd cupnePIAap-
dvovTag kai ekeiveg oTIG onoieg xpnaolponoindnke
n oouApaoaAadivn og aoOeveig pe aykuhonoinTikn
onovOUAITIOa. To NAEOVEKTNUA MOU NPOOPEPETAll
Me autd To ouvduaoud eival n enadgnon TnG ni-
BavéTnTag avdktnong kaTdAMnAwy dnpooiedoswy
aMd pe k6oTog N avadiTnon va NpaypaTonoleiTal
o€ peyahUTtepo apiBuod epyaciwy.

Mpdobeto Baoikd OTOIXEIO PIAG CUOTNPATIKAG
avaokénnong anoTeAel N AenTopepnic neplypagn
NG pebodoAoyiag evréniong Twy epyaciwy, nonoia
Ba npénel va npaypatonoleital oe NoManA&G Bdoeig
oedopévwy. O1 KUPIBTEPEG NNYEC yIa TIG OUOTN-
MaTIKEG avaoKOMAOEIG KAl PJeTa,avalJoelg ival ol
NAEKTPOVIKEG BAOEIG DEDOPEVWY, E MPOEXOUOEG TIG
akéroubec: Medline, Embase, Cochrane Library. H
nAektpovikn Bdon Medline (nivakag 2) kaAdnTel
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MINAKAZ 3. ZTATIZTIKA XITOIXEIA TIA
THN HAEKTPONIKH BAXZH AEAOMENQON
EMBASE

« Extevri¢ Bdon dedopévwy (8.000.000 kara-
YPAPEQ)

+ 1974 - onpepa

+ 4.000 nepiodikd and 70 xwpeg

+ MpootiBevral 415.000 avapopEs / €10¢

+ AyyAdpwveg nepidiyeic yia 1o 80% Twyv
avapopwyv

+ KaAdtepn kdAugn nepiodikwy Tou pdouaTog
NG pappakoroyiag kal PuxiaTpIkAg

+ Kahutepn kdAugn neprodikwyv nou dnpo-
olevovral o Eupwnaikés Xwpeg

* 34% aMnhoenikdhuyn pe MEDLINE

10.000.000 avagopéc, nepihapBdvel oxedodv
4.000 nep1odikd nou KAAUNTOUV TN XPOVIKN
nepiodo and 10 1966 £w¢ onpepa, evw) NPooTiDe-
vtal 400.000 véec avagpopéc eTnoiwg. Evrodrolg,
Ta P0G Kal nAéov nePIodIkd nou cupnePIAapfBd-
vovtal oto Medline dnpooiedovTtal oTi¢ H.IM.A. H
Embase (nivakag 3) anotelei e&ioou extevn Bdon
Oedopévwy Kal KAAUMTEl Th Xpovikh nepiodo and
T0 1974 €w¢ onpepa. Napéxel, CUYKPITIKG MPE
10 Medline, kaAUtepn k&GAUYN TV NEPIODIKWV
TOU (pAOPATOG TNG PpappakoAoyiag kar TNG Puxia-
TPIKAG KABWE Kal NEPIODIKWY NOoU dnpoaoiedovTal
0€ EUPWNATKEG XWPEG. Av kal n npdoaon dev
efvar eAedBepn, n avaditnon katdAMnAwv dpbpwv
opeihel va yiveral kal oe auth Tn Bdon dedopévwy
kaBWwe¢ undpxel pévo katd 1o 1/3 aMnhognikdAuyn
ue To Medline®. H Cochrane Library (Cochrane:
http://www.cochrane.org) anotehei Tnv nAnpéotepn
nNyn OedOUEVWY YIO CUCTNHATIKEG AVOOKOMNOEIG
TUXQIOMOINUEVWY KAIVIKWY OOKIPWY. MepidapBdvel
neploodTepeg and 270.000 kataypaPeg KAIVIKWOV
dokIpwyv. To anotéAeopa auTté unnpé&e Npoidv piag
eCaipeTikd eninovng npoondBeiag nou &ekivnoe To
1993. Méxpi 1é1E UNRPXaV POAIGC 19.000 KAIVIKEG
OokIPEG oTo Medline avakTweVEG wG TETOIEG. MEeTA
ané avaokoénnon ouvohikd 350.000 kataypapwy
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oto Medline kar nv Embase, enavanpooaptriOnkav
neploodTepeg and 100.000 KAIVIKEG OOKIMEC.

AMEG duvnTIKEG NNyEG dedopEVWY anoTeAoUv
ol BIBAIoypa®IKEC avaPOPEG TWV avaKTNOEVTWY
KATAAMNAWY EPYacIWV, N EMNIKOIVWVIA PE TOUG NPW-
TOYEVEIG epeUVNTEG Kal, MOAvVWE N ovopadopevn
«ykpiCa BiAoypapia», nou nepidapBdver nepIApeIg
ONPOOCIEUPEVEG O OUVEDPIA KAl OUVEXICOPEVEG T UN
ONPOOCIEUPEVEG KAIVIKEG DOKIUEG. XPriOIHOI DIKTUAKO!
TOMOI yIa TNV aveUpeon NEPIANPEWY ONPOCIEUPEVWV
o€ ouvedpla eivar ol akdAoubor: American College
of Rheumatology: http://www.rheumatology.
org/annual/abstracts/search.asp, EULAR: http://
www.abstracts2view.com/eular, British Society of
Rheumatology: http://rheumatology.oxfordjournals.
org/content/vo145/suppl_1/index.dt.

Opwg, n avdkTnon TETOIWY OedOPEVWY ival
OUOXEPNG, evw N peBodOoAoyIKA TOUuG noIdTNTA
eivar eniong dUokoAo va exTipNBOel. ANodeIKTIKS
auTou gival To yeyovog nwes POAIG To 33% Twyv
META,aVAAUCEWY EPNEPIEXOUV KAMOIO HOPPR PN
nANpw¢ dnpooieupévwy epyaociwy. QoTéoo, pai-
VETAI NWG O ANOKAEIOPAGG TNG PN ONUOCIEUPEVNG
BiBAioypagiag and TI oUCTNHATIKEG AVAOKONNAOEIG
Kal TIG PeTa,availoelg oxeTideTal pe 15% nepinou
UNEPEKTIMNON TNG BEPANEUTIKAG ONOTEAECUATIKG-
TTac.

4. EmAoyn Twv Epyacinv

Aedopgvou OTI 01 anoPdoEelg OXETIKA UE TO
ouvunoAoyIopo i Tov anokAEIoPO EpyaciV eVE-
xouv Babuod unokelpevikdTNTAg, Eival anapaitTo
N KATaAANAGTNTA R PN Twv ONPOCIEUOEWY VA
kpiveral ané dUo TouAdxioTov epeuvnTEG. O1 O
dlapwvieg nou MBavwg va npokUPouv unopouv
va gniAdovral eite e cuiTnon, eite anod TpiTo
gepeuvnTi. AKOAOUBWG, Npénel va avapEpPeTal o
apIBPOG ONWG Kal Ta AiTIa ANOKAEIOPOU epYACIWV
andé TN oucTNPATIKA avaokonnaon.

5. Anotipnon pefodoloyikA¢ noIdTNTAg TwV
NPWTOYEVWV EPYATCIWV

H pebodoloyikn endpkeia Twv NPWTOYEVWYV
MEAETWYV Mou kpiBnkav kATAAANAEG yia Tn ou-



oTnpaTikA avaokénnon Ba npénel kar ndAI va
aglohoyeitar and 0Uo TOUAGXIOTOV EPEUVNTEG.
Yndpxouyv, nepinou, 40 cUvOeTeG KAlUaKeEG NoIO-
TIKAG anoTiunong TNG HEB0dOAOYIKAG apTIOTNTAG
TWV KAIVIKWV OOKINWY. QOTO00, N Xprion Toug
eivar npoBAnpaTIkh KaBWG epnepIExouv N KaBepia
dIaPOPETIKA NOIOTIKA KPITAPIA PE nolkiMouoa
Bapurtnta To KABEVA, WOTE TEMKA DIAPEPOUOEG
KAfuakeG va odnyoUv ev NoAoIG o€ avTipaTikd
anoteAéopara. " autd gaiveral nPoTiNoTEPN
n a§ioAdynon Twv gpyaciwv BAoEl eNPEPOUG
NOIOTIKWV KPITNPIWV. NPavTikG pebodoroyikd
XAPAKTNPIOTIKA MOU NPENEN va eAEyxXovTal OTIG
KAIVIKEG QOKIMEG gival:

a) n andékpuyPn n PN Tou evepynTikA TuXai-
OU KATAPEPIOPOU TwV BEPANEUTIKWY PETPWY
(concealment of treatment allocation),

B) n TUPAR 1 pn anoTtiynon TngG ékBaong
(blinding) kai

Y) O XeIpIoP6G TwV aoBevyv nou xdvovral
katd Tnv napakoloUOnon (attrition bias)®”.

Ki autd 01611 avenapknig andékpuyn Tou Ka-
TapePIOPOU TwV BEPANEUTIKWY PETPWY OTOUG
aoBeveic aMd kar n EMePn TuPAig a&loAdynong
TNG aNOTEAEOHATIKOTNTAG OXETICETAI JE ENAUENON

p 2 8,10
TOU OEPANEUTIKOU ANOTEAEOPATOG .

6. Kataypa@n Twv dedopévwv

H kataypaen Twy dedopévwy npéner va yive-
TAl O€ NPOOXEDIACHPEVN POPPA, EVW N AvTAnon
TWY anNapaiTNTwy OTOIXEIWV and TIG NPWTOYEVEIG
EPYQOIeC NPENEI va NpaypaTonoleiTal kar ndA
and dUo TOUAGXIOTOV €PEUVNTEG, DOTE va €AD-
xioTononBouv duvnTikd oPpAAuaTa.

7. ITamioTikA avdAluon Twv dedopévwy,
MNapouciaon Twv anoTeAeopdTwWV

H Baoikin pebodoloyia Tng peta,avdluong
xpnoigonolel éva oTaBuIoPévo PECO GPO TWV
EMNIPEPOUC AMNOTEAEOHATWY, OTOV OMOIO OI KAIVIKEG
OOKIUEG PE TOUG MEPIOOOTEPOUC O0DEVEIG EXOUV
peyaAUTepn BapuTtnTa and 6, ol PIKPOTEPEC .
To anoTéAeopa kAOe piag and auTég NnpEner va
ekPPACeTAl PJE TUNOMOINPEVO TPOMO WOTE vVa

®. B. KAPALIA

gival epIkTA N oUykpion PeTa&y Toug. Av TO
TeAkG onpeio ékBaong efvar duadikd, TOTe ou-
viBw¢ unoAoyidetal o oxeTIkdG kivouvog (relative
risk) 1 0 AOyog cupnANpwPaATIKWY avaloyiwyv
(odds ratio)'". MpéoBeTol MG 1B1aiTEPa XPri-
olpol unohoyiopol otnv kKAivikil npdén, eival n
Melwon Tou andAuTtou kIvoUvou kal o aplOpédg
Twv aoBevwyv nou xpeiddetal va AdBel Oepaneia
woTe va wPeAnBei €vac. ‘OTav To TeAIKO onpeio
€kPBaong eival ouvexeg kal oI JETPOEIG eival
oTtnv id1a KA[HaKka o€ OAEG TIG KAIVIKEG DOKIMEG,
T6TE UNoAoyiCeTal N péon dlaPopd PETAEU Twv
opddwyv Bepanegiag kal eAéyxou. Av, OPwG, Ol
METPNOEIC €XOUV YiVEl OE OIAPOPETIKA KAIpHOKQ,
T6TE N dlaPopd unoloyiletal oe Povdades oTa-
Oepdc andkhionc (standard deviation units)''. H
unapén erepoyéveiag HETa&U TWV NPWTOYEVWV
MEAETWV ONAadr N onpavTikA dlagoponoinon
TWV ANoTEAEOPATWY TOUG, €AEyXeTAl YE OTA-
TIOTIKEG OoKlpaoies (tests for heterogeneity),
evid n digpedvnon OUVNTIKWY TNG QITILV PE TN
xpnolgonoinon ypagnudtwy (funnel plots)
eival e§foou anapaitntn''. H cGvOeon Twv eni-
MEpouUG dedopévwy oTn peTa,avdAuon yiveral
pe povTéda otaBepwy (fixed effects model) kai
Tuxaiwv anoteAeopdTwy (random effects model).
H xpnoigonoinon povréAwy Tuxaiwyv anoTeAe-
oMdTWYV eival kataAnASGTeEPN dTav UNApPXel €Te-
POVEVEIQ JETAEY TWV NPWTOYEVIV EPYACIDV' .
EninpdoBeta, n 10xXU¢ Twv anoTeAeOpdTWY PIag
peTa,avdAuong npénel va e&eTddeTal ndvrote uno
d1dpopeg ouvOnkeg, pe avdAuon euaiocdnoiag.
H aBpolioTikn pera,avdAuon npoo@Epel To nAe-
OVEKTNHA TOU avadpopikoU Npoodlopiopou Tou
XPOVIKOU ONPEIOU OTO OMNOI0 N ANOTEAECUATIKO-
TNTa €vOG OepaneuTiKoU PHETPOU AyyIEE TO OPIO
TNG OTATIOTIKAG ONPavTIKOTNTAG, ONAadN To NATE
Mo Oepaneia pnopouoe va eixe el0ax0ei oTnv
KAIVIKA npdén Adyw Tekpnpiwpévng dpdonc.
21NV napouciaon Twv anoTeAeopdTwy Napa-
TiOeTa1 apxikd 0 akpIBrg apIOuoC Twy avakTnOE-
VIWV dpOpwv Nou NpoékuPe and Toug dOIAPoPOUG
ouVOUAONOUG OpwV EUPETNPIACHOU. AKOAOUOW,
NAPEXeTAl 0 apIBUOG Kal o1 aITieg anokAeiopou
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No. of SLE patients No. of R allele frequency
Analyzed (nephritis/ non-SLE Non- Non-SLE
Referencejyear, country Ethnic group Total non-nephritis) controls Nephritis nephritis  controls
Salmon et al (4)/1996, US African American 257 257(117/140) 139 0.64 058 0.47
Caucasian American 266 266 (115/151) 103 051 052 0.50
Botto et al (12)/199%, UK English 215 215 (31/184) 259 050 057 055
Afro-Caribbean 70 70{16/54) 7 059 063 0.55
Chinese 46 46 (not provided) 49 Mot provided Not provided 031
Smyth et al (13)/1997, UK English/other Caucasiant 81 81 (19/62) 66 0.47 0. 0.53
Greek 42 421923 52 050 0.46 038
Song et al (6)/1998, Korea Korean 73 73 (4429) 64 052 048 037
Manger et al (10)/1998, Germany German 108 108 (47/61) 187 053 0.40 0.49
Koene et al (14)/1998, Netherlands Dutch/American 70 70 (45/25) 87 053 054 047
Hatrta et al (15)/1999, Japan Japanese 81 76 (52/24) 217 0.18 025 0.20
Morsworthy et al (7)/1999, UK Multinational, mainly 195 195(71/124) 28 0.68 0.54 055
Caucasian
Yap et al (17)/1999, Malaysia Chinese 175 175 (122/53) 108 041 0.40 045
Malay S0 50(232T) 50 0.26 041 037
Oh et al (18)/1999, USt African American T 63 (461T) 69 059 044 0.57
Dijstelbloem et al (11)/2000, Dutch 230 230(108/122) 154 052 054 047
Netherlands
Michel et al (31)/2000, France French 80 80 (2%/5T) 183 046 0.61 0.44
D'Alfonso et al (19)/2000, Tty Italian 172 84(25/59) 87 0.38 0.43 0.44
Sato et al (32)/2001, Japan Japanese 90 90 (83T 9% 0.56 0.50 038
Zuniga et al (8)/2001, US Mexican/Central 67  67(4621) 5 0.63 0.64 0.53
American
Seligman et al (33)2001, US Caucasian American 286 262 (T6/186) - 0.55 0.54 -
Mexican 116 103 (48/55) - 055 0.60 -
Asian 101 97 (57/40) - 048 031 -
African American 7 61 (30/31) - 050 056 -
Yun et al (9)/2001, Korea Korean 00 299(142/15T) . 197 041 033 033

Eikdva 1. lapouciaon anoteAsoudtwy ueta-avdAuong. [1ivakag ue Ta XxapaktnpioTikd kai Ta Oedouéva Twv
npwroyevwyv UeATWY nou cuunepiAfipbnkav os uera-avdAuon nou diepedvnoe Tn onpacia Tou noAuuopI-
opod R/H131 tou Fcy unodoxéa tdnou lla, yia Tnv ekdriAwon ouotnuartikod epuBnuarédn AUkou kai VeppIkAg
npoofolrig (Karassa FB et al. Arthritis Rheum 2002, 46:1563-71).

dpOpwv PETA TOV €Agyxo TOu TiITAOU 1 TNG Nepi-
Anyng kabwe kal ekeivwy Nou anokAsioTnkav
META and nAripn avaokénnon TnG dNPooieuong.
H napouciaon Twv xapakTNPIOTIKWY KAl TwV
ENIPMEPOUG anoTeAeOpATWY anoteAoUv ouoiwdN
oToIxeia piag pera avdiuong (eikéva 1) woTe o
eVOIaPEPOPEVOG AVAYVWOTNG VA PNOPE( va ava-
napdyel To NOOOTIKO TNG oToIXel0. EVOAaKTIKG,
Ta anoTteAdéopaTa pnopouv va anotunwdouyv o
ypdepnua, To onoio eival 1Idiaitepa xprioipo yiati
NAPEXEl Jia APeON ekTiynon yia Tnv unapén n
MN ETEPOYEVEIQG.

ITnv eikéva 2, napatiBevrarl o1 KAIVIKEG DOKI-
MEG Nou agopolv oTn xopriynon [3,avacToAéwv
METG and €uppaypa Tou puokapodiou. Kdle
KAIVIKA dokiun avanapiotatal ge éva paupo
TETPAYWVO KAl pia opI¢OVTIa YPAPUN Mou avTi-
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oTOIXOUV OTO anoTéAeopa Kal To 95% didoTnpa
a&loniotiag. O pépPog oTo KATW PEPOG TOU
YPOAPHRPATOG AVTIOTOIXEl OTO OUVOANKS anoTéAe-
OMa TNG peTa,avAAuong evw N KAOETN CUVEXAG
YPAUMA OTN pn anoTeAeopaTIKOTNTA (OXETIKOG
Kivduvog = 1). Av 1o didoTnpa alonioTiag kd-
nolag KAIVIKAG dokiung nepihapBadver to 1, 16T
Oev UNApPXel OTATIOTIKWG oNUAvTiki diapopd
oTnv anoTeAeopaTikéTNTa Tou dokipyalduevou
BepaneuTikoU péTpou and Tn Bepaneia oTnv
opdoda eAéyxou. H enipdveia nou kahunTel kAOe
TETPAYWVO avTIOTOIXEl OTN BapUTNTa NOU €Xel
N OUYKEKPIPEVN PEAETN oTNn peTa,avdAuon. H
Bewypnon Tou ypaprpaTog otny eikéva 2, dei-
XVEl EMeIPN onpavTIKAG ETEPOYEVEIAG, KOBWG Ta
OlaoTApaTa agonioTiag Twv KAIVIKWV DOKIPWY
aMnAenikaAunTovral og peydio Badud.
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Trial Relative risk %
(year) (95% CI) Weight

Baber (1967 /i 0,89 (0,58 to 1,37 2,8

Reynolds (1972 | 1,03 (0,22 to 4,77 0,2

Wilhelmsson (1974 . 0,51 (0,21 to 1,21 1,0

Alhmark (1974 - "1 0,61 (0,220 1,68 0,7

Multicenter International (1975 —H 0,80 (0,62 to 1,02) 9,5

Yusuf (1979 : 1,00 (0,07 to 14,05) 01

i = e

Rehnqvist (1 T , ,18t0 1, 0,5

Baber (1980 A 1,07 (0,64 to 1,77 20

Wilcox Atenohol (1980 s 0,87 (0,48 to 1,61 14

Wilcox Propanolol (1980 I 1,02 (0,56 to 1,83) 1,4

Hjalmarson (1981 — 0,64 (0,44 t0 0,95 46

Norwegian Multicenter (1981 - 0,64 (0,51 to 0,81 11,4

Hansteen (1982 — 0,69 (0,42t0 1,11 2,7

Julian (1982 — - 0,82 (0,58 t0 1,17 47

BHAT (1982 0,74 (0,60 to 0,91 14,0

Taylor (1982 —Ta— 0,93 (0,65 to 1,34 41

Manger Cats (1983 T 0,58 (0,26 to 1,28 1,2

Rehnqyist (1983 I 0,77 (0,48 to 1,24 2.4

Australian,Swedish (1983 —.— 0,97 (0,67 to 1,40 3,5

Mazur (1984 —— 0,46 (0,17 to 1,29 0.8

EIS (1984 | 1,31 (0,90 to 1,92 33

Salathia (1985 — 0,79 (0,55 t0 1,13 12

Roque (1987 —_— 0,56 (0,23 to 1,36) 0.9

IT (1987 - 0,93 (0,70 to 1,23 6,9

Kaul (1088 T 1,00 (0,22 to 4,49 0,2

APSI (1990 — 0,52 (0,30 t0 0,91 2,5

Schwartz low risk (1992 " 0,55 (0,30 to 1,02 2,0

Schwartz high risk (1992 H 0,19 (0,05 to 0,83 0,8

SSSD (1993 e 1,79 (0,83 to 3,86) 0.7

Darasz (1995 [ 3,13 (0,35 to 27,96 0,1

Basu (1997 ' 0,63 (0,11 to 03,67 02

Aronow (1997 —— 0,73 (0,58 to 0,93) 45

Overall (95% Cl) 4 0,80 (0,74 to 0,86)
I I I I I I
0102 05 1 2 5 10
Relative risk
(95% CI)

Eikdva 2. Aiaypauuarikri napouaiacn anoteAcoudtwy ueta-avdAuong. Forest plot nou apopd otn ouvoAikr
OvntdTnTa o€ KAIVIKES OOKIUES X0priynong B,avacToAéwy yia Tn deuTtepoyevri npdAnyn petd and éugpayua Tou
uuokapdiou (Freemantle N et al. BMJ 1999, 318:1730-7).

8. Eppnveia Twv anoteAeopdTwv

H opbn anédoon Twv anoteAeopdTwy piag
OUOTNHPATIKAG avaokénnong i peTa,avdiluong
NEOUNOBETEI yVWOoN TWV NEPIOPICHWY TOUG NOU
apopouy, kupiwg, otn pebodoloyikh NoidTn-
TA TWV NPWTOYEVWV MEAETWV KAl 0TN dUVNTIKNA
napouoia cuoTNUATIKWY opaipdtwy. H ntwxn
peBodoAoyIKA MOIBTNTA TWV EPYACIWY HPIAG OU-
OTNHATIKAG OVAOKONNONG PNOPE( va UNOVOUEUOEI
TNV a§onioTia Twy eUpNPETWY TNE . TUCTNUATIKG
o@dApaTa ynopouyv, €niong, va Napanoincouv
TA EUPAPATA PIAG CUCTNPATIKAG AvaokONNong,
AOyw TOu OTI EpyAOieC e OTATIOTIKWG ONUA-
VvTIKd anoTeAéopaTa eival nepiocdTepo nMbavod
va dnpooleuboulyv, va dnpooieubolv xwpig Ka-
BuoTtépnon, va dnpooieuboulv oe ayyAdpwva

nePIodIKG Onwe kal va AdBouv avapopEég, Pe
anoTéAeopa va pnopouv va avaktnboulv kai va
oupnepIAN@OoUV NoAU nio edkoAa OTIG AVAOKO-
MNAOEIG OUYKPITIKG PE EKEIVEG NOU OEV KATAARyOUV
O€ OTATIOTIKWE oNpavTiké anoteAéopara’ ™™, H
gppnveia Twv anoteAeopdtwy Oa npénel, enimpo-
00¢eTq, va npaypatederal O€pata onwg n 10xug
TOUG, N dUVATATNTA EPAPHPOYNAG TOUG OTNV KAIVIKA
npPA4é&n, TO AV EVEXOUV OIKOVOMIKEG CUVENEIEG A av
anoteholV évauopa yia dleEaywyn VEWV KAIVIKWV
OOKIMWY OTO PENOV.

YYMMEPAZMATA

O1 ouUOTNPATIKEG AVAOKOMNNOEIG OUVIOTOUV
TN BEATIOTN Tpéxouoa PEOODO NPOKEIPNEVOU Va
ouvoyioel kaveic Ta BiBAMoypagiké dedougéva
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ava@opIkA PE TNV anOTEAEOUATIKOTNTA AAAG
KAl TIG aveniOUPNTEG eVEPYEIEC XOPNYOUPEVWY
OepaneuTikwy PETpwy. H npaypdtwon uPninig
NoIOGTNTAG CUOTNHATIKWY OVOOKONMMOEWY AnaiTef
TN OUPPOPPWON PE OUYKEKPIMEVEG APXEG, WOTE
va ano@euxboulv ouoTNPATIKG Kal Tuxaia opaA-
MaTa. AUVNTIKO! NEPIOPICHOT TWV CUCTNPATIKWY
avaokonioewy givar n avenapkrig uebodoAoyikn
noIdTNTA TWV MNPWTOYEVWV EPYACIWY KAl TA OU-
oTNUATIKG opdApaTa dNPooieuong.

ABSTRACT

Principles of and methodology

for systematic reviews

F.B. Karassa

Department of Hygiene and Epidemiology, Medical
School, University Of loannina

Systematic reviews allow for a more objective
appraisal of the evidence than traditional narrative
reviews and may contribute to resolve uncertainty
as also demonstrate the lack of adequate evidence
and thus identify areas where further studies are
needed. Meta,analysis, if appropriate, will enhance
the precision of estimates of treatment effects,
leading to reduced probability of false negative
results. The formulation of the review question,
the definition of eligibility criteria for trials to be
included, a comprehensive search for such trials
and an assessment of their methodological qual-
ity, are central to high quality reviews. Specific
methodological aspects such as concealment
of treatment allocation, blinding of outcome
assessment and handling of attrition should be
assessed individually in clinical trials. Still, there
are many ways in which bias can be introduced
in reviews and meta,analyses of controlled clini-
cal trials. If the methodological quality of trials is
inadequate then the findings of reviews may be
compromised. Publication bias can also distort
findings because trials with statistically significant
results are more likely to get published and more
likely to be published without delay, than trials
without significant results.
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