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Enintwon kai eninoAacuog tn¢ peuparogidous
apBpimidag, Bdoel Twv avaBewpnuévwv
kpITnpiwv Tou 1987 Tou Auepikavikou KoAeyiou
Peuparoloyiag: pia ouotnuatiki avaokonnon

©. MAPKATIEAH' MEPIAHWH

N.B. BOYATAPH' TKon6G NG HEAETNG: O1 PENETEG MOU €XOUV ONPOOCIEUTE KAl
. ANAMANOX* agopouv otnv emdnuioloyia TG peupaToeidous apbpimdag
A.A. APOZOY' (PA) napouoidlouv pebodoloyikéc diapopéc. Or dlIapopEC

QUTEG EYKEIVTAl OTIG HeOGOOUG avayvwpIoNG KAl KATAypaPniG
Twv NepioTaTikwy (case identification kar case recording), ka-
Ow¢ kal oTov unoAoyiopd Twv OEIKTWY TNG ENMTWONG KAl TOU
eninoAaopou. Enixelpriocape pia ouoTnpatikn avackénnon Twv
MEAETWV eNfNTwonNG kal eninoAacpoU Tng PA, dnwg autn diayi-
yvwokeTal kal Ta&ivopeital Bdoer Twv avabewpnpévwy ev €Tn
1987 kpirnpiwv Tou Apepikavikou KoAeyiou Tng Peupatoloyiag
(ACR), pe okond va ouykpivoupe TI¢ eBodoAoyiec Toug kal
va ouvoyiooupe Ta anoteAéopatd Toug, kKabwg enfong kai yia
va gpeuviooupe MBAvEG yewypaPIKES OIOKUPAVOEIG KAl JETA-
BoAéc kaTd TNV Nndpodo Tou xpdvou (changes over time) oTn
ouxvéTNTA TNG VOOOU.

YAIk6 kal yéBodol: Zekivioape Pia avadiitnon PEAETWY OTO
Medline, dnpooieupévwy KaTtd To XPOVIKO dIdoTnPa PeTagy
lavouapiou 1988 £w¢ AekepPpiou 2005. ‘Ooeq peAéTeg ava-
pEpovTav oTnv eninTwon kai Tov ennohacpud Tng PA o€ yevikod
eviiAiko nAnBuop6 (16-20 eTwv kal dvw), BAoel Twy KPITNPIWY
Tou ACR Tou 1987, BewpriBnkav katdANAEQ yia ouppeToXn oTnV
€peuvad pac. And kdBe peAéTn nou oupnepieANPONKe TeAIKG,
ANOPOVWOAHE TN XWPA, TO €T0G ONPOOIEUONG, TOV TUMO TNG JE-
AETNG (avadPOIKA, NPOONTIKA, I CUYXPOVIKA) KAl TOUG OEIKTEG
NG eninTwong N Tou eninoAaopoy. O YEWYPAPIKEG NEPIOXES
Twv PJEAeTWV opadonoinBnkav oTig akdAouBeg katnyopiec: (a)
'Peupiarodoyiki Khvikr, Topgac xWpPEeG Bépeiag Apepiknig, (B) xwpeg Boépeiag Eupwnng, (y) XWpeg
MaBooyiac kai NoéTiag Eupwnng, kai () avanTtuoodpeveg xwpeG. E&eTtdoape
*Epyactripio Yyieivric kar Emdnpiooyiag,  TIGC YEWYPAPIKEG OIAPOPEG OTA MNOCOOTA TNG €NMTWONG Kal
latpikri ZxoAn, MavenioTripio lwavvivwy,  TOU €NMOAACMOU XPNOIPONOIWVTAG TN dokipacia katd Mann-
lwdvviva Whitney kai Tn dokipaoia katd Kruskall-Wallis.
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AnoteAéopaTta: Ané Tnv avadiitnon Tng BiPAI-
oypa®iag d1anioTwONKe OTI CUVOAIKG 28 HEAETEG
nAnpouoav Ta kpITApIa Eviagng oTn cuoTNPATIKA
avaokénnon. O1 evvéa (9) ATav peAéTeg eninTw-
ong, o1 dekaenTd (17) ATav peAéTeg emnoAacpod,
eV OU0 (2) peléTeg eoTialav oTa NOoOOTA TOOO
TNG eNfNTwonNG 600 Kal Tou ennoAacpoU. MeAETeg
eninTwong and TIG AVANTUOOOPEVEG XWPEG DEV
ATav dia0€oiuec. Yndpxel yia onpavtikni diagopd
OTOV EKTINWMEVO EMMNOAAOHO PETAEU TwV Bopeiwy
Eupwnaikwv kar AJEPIKAVIKWV XWPWV KAl TwV
avantTuooOPeVWY xwpPwv. O1 VOTIEG EUPWNATKEG
XWPEG NAPouoIdlouv xapnAdTepn didueon Tiun
Twv OelkTWV enfntwonc (lower median of incident
rates) oe ouykpion pe TG Bopeieg Eupwnaikég
Kal AMEPIKAVIKEG XxWPeG. ‘Ooov apopd oTn dia-
XPOVIKA TGoN TNG ouxvoTNTAG TNG PA, pdvo TpEIg
MEAETEG ENMTWONG NAPEXaV dIAXPOVIKA OTOIXEIT
yla Tnv id1a nepioxn PEAETNG, BACIOPEVEG OTA
kpIripia Tou ACR kal XpNo1HONoIWVTAG TIG iD1EG
HMEOSOOUG KaTaYPAPG NePIOTATIKWY. AUO and
TIG MEAETEG QUTEG KATAOEIKVUOUV pia peloUpevn
enimTwon Tng PA otn ®ivAavdia kai Tig Hvwpéveg
MoAiTele¢ ApEPIKNAG.

Yupnepdopara: H ouxvotnTa TnG PA miBavwg
NapouoIAdel ONPAVTIKEG OIOKUUAVOEIG HETAEU TwV
XWPWV KAl MEPIOXWY TOU KOOHOU. INTwTIKA Tdon
exel napatnpnBei oe xwPeG e UPNAG NnoocooTd
eninTwong kar eninoAacpou Tng PA. EvrouTolg,
0 OXETIKG MIKPOG apIBuOG peAeTwvV and TIG ne-
PIOOOTEPEG NEPIOXEG TOU KOOHOU Kal N EANeIPN
MEAETWV ENNTWONG OTIC AVANTUOOOMEVEG XWPES
O€Touv oplouévoug NePIOPIoOUG OTNY KATAVO-
Non TNG OUVOAIKNAG EIKOVaG TNG eMdNPIoAoyiag
™G PA naykoopiwg.

EAANvikA Peupatoloyia 2007, 18(2):138-150

“Opol eupeTnpiou: peupuarosidric apBpiida, eninrwon,
emnoAaouds, kpitripia ACR 1987, yewypa@ikég
OIaKUMAVOEIS.

EIZATQrH
2N PeAéTN auTh napouoidloupe pia ouoTn-
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MOTIKA avaokonnon Twy JEAETWY enfnTwong Kal
eninoAacpol Tng peupaTosidol apbpiTidag
(PA), Baoiopévn pévo ota kpitripia Tou ACR,
pE okond va ekTIPAcoUE TIG heBodoloyieg Toug
KAl va OUVOYiOOUHE Ta anoTeA€opaTd TOUG,
KaOW¢ eniong Kal yia va epeuvnooupe NiBavég
YVEWYPAPIKEG OIAKUPAVOEIG Kal aAayég kaTd Thv
ndpodo Tou xpdvou (changes over time) otn
ouxvoTNTa TNG vOoou.

APKETEG PEAETEG enfNTwoONG KAl eMNOAAcoU
TnG PA éxouv avagpepBei TG TeEAeuTaieG OUO deKO-
€TieC, Nou unodeikvUouy Pia onuavrikn/agéAoyn
MeTaBANTOTNTA OTN OUXVOTNTA TNG VOOOU PETAEY
O1aPOPETIKWY NANBUOPWY. OpPIoPEVEG EOVIKEG
KAl PUAETIKEG OpAdEG NapouoIdlouy augnuévn
OUXVETNTA EPPEVIONC TNE véoou.” O eninoAa-
OMOG TNG VOOOU paiveTal va gival xapnNAGTEPOG
OTIG AVANTUOOOMEVEG XWPEG. MeAETEC and VOTIEG
Eupwnaikég xwpeg unodeikvUouyv eniong pia
OXETIKA XapnAdTEPN ouxvéTnTa TNG PA €v OU-
ykpioel pe ekeivn oTic Bopeie¢ Eupwnaikég kal
OTIC POPEIEC APEPIKAVIKEC XWPEC.” MPOoPATEC
MeEAéTEG Nnapouoiddouv pia NTwTikA Tdon oTn
ouxvéTNTa TNE VOOOU, av kal auToé gival dUoKoho
va eniBeBaiwdei.’ EvIoUTolC, oI SNUOCIEUEVEG
MEAETEG NOU APOPOUV OTNV NEPIYPAPIKA EMION-
p1oAoyia TnG PA napouoidlouv peBodoloyikEg
dlapopég. Eninpdobera, Ta avabewpnpéva ev
érn 1987 kpitipia Tou Apepikavikou KoAeyiou
TnG PeupaTtohoyiag (ACR) anotehoUv Ta oUyxpo-
va anodekTd KPITRPIa yia Tn d1dyvwon kai TNV
Ta&véunon tng PA.” Ta kpITApIa auTd avTika-
TEOTNOAV TA NPONYOUHEVWGE IoXUovTa KpITrpIa
(kpiipra Tagivopnong Tng N€ag YOpKNG Tou
1958), Ta onoia 6pidav Tn PA w¢ oagn, niBavn
kal duvath vé00.°

O1 peB0dOAOYIKEG AUTEG NAPAPETPOI UNOPOUV
va eNNPEAOOUV TA ANOTEAEOUATA TWV PEAETWV
Mou OUYKPIVOUV TN OUXVOTNTA TNG VOOOU PETAEY
OIAPOPETIKWV XWPWV KAl MEPIOXWYV, N AUTWV
Nnou EPEUVOUV TIG OIAXPOVIKEG TAOEIG TNG VOOOU.
YUVENWG, €ival onNPAvTik® va OUYKPIVOUUE TIG
NANPOPOPIEG TWV PEAETWV XPNOIPJONOIWVTAG
napopoleg peBddoUG kal kupiwg Baci{duevol ota
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D10 KPITAPIC TAUTONOIMONG TWV NEPIOTATIKWY, JE
okonoé va dnuioupynooupe pia €ykupn eikéva
NG emdnpioAoyiag TnG PA naykoopiwg.

ME©OAOI

zexkiviioape pia avaditnon PEAETWV OTO
Medline, dnpooieupévwy KaTd To Xpovikd OId-
oTnpa pera&u lavouapiou 1988 €wg AekepPpiou
2005 (Aé&eic kAe1d1G: RA AND incidence and
prevalence). H otpatnyikr avaditnong napou-
oldleral oTov nivaka 1. ENinpéoBeTa oxeTikd
dpOpa eupéONOaV XPNOIPMONOIWVTAG TNV ENIAOYH
“related articles” (oxeTikd GdpOpa) otn Bdon
avadntnong Tou Medline, yia Ta dpOpa nou
nAnpouoav ta kpitipia évraéng. Ta dpOpa nou
gixav dnpooieuBei npiv 1o 1987 de oupnepieAii-
pOnoav otnv avadritnon, kabw¢ anopacioape
va oupnepIAdBoupe pévo TIG HeAETEC mou Baoi-
Covral ota avaBewpnuéva to 1987 kpimipia Tou
ACR. MeAéTeg OnpooieupéveG o onoladnnoTe
yAwooa kar avapepOUEVEG OTNV ENINTWON KAl
Tov ennoAacpd TnG PA o€ yevikoug nAnBuopoug
evnAikwy, Baoiopéveg de ota ACR kpitipia Tou
1987, OewpriOnkav kaTdMnAeG yia évraén. ‘Ooeg
MEAETEG eixav NpaypaTonolinBei o eNAeyuEvoug
nANBuopoUG, 6Nwe n.x. o€ €OVIKEG N PUAETIKEG
OMAOEG, N o€ NAIKIOKEG OPADEG, anokAseioTnkav.
O nAnBuop6G HeAETNG E€npene va eival YeVIKOG
NANBUOPGG evNAIKwWY OUVIOTWHEVOG aNd KATOI-
KOuG nAIkiag 16-20 eTwv kal dvw. MEeAETeG, yia
TIG onoieg dgv NTav oiyoupo €dv yia TNV TAU-
TOMOINON TWV MNEPIOTATIKWY XPNOoIPonoinoav
anokA€IOTIKG Ta avaBewpnuéva KPITAPIa Tou
ACR Tou 1987, enfong anokAeioTnkav, akduad Ki
av gixav npaypatonoin®si perd 1o 1987. Xtnv
nepinTwon kaTd TNV onoia dUo dNPOOIEUOEIG
avépepav anoteAéopata and Tnv idla neploxn
MEAETNG KAl xpnolyonolodoayv TIG (OIEG NNYEG
KATaypPAPn¢ NEPIOTATIKWY, HOVO N Jia and auTég
(n mo npdéo@aTn) cupnepieANPON.

And kdBe oupnepiAapBavépevn PeAETN, ano-
MOVWOOME TN XWPEA, TO £T0G ONPOCIEUONC, TOV
TUNo TNG peAéTNG (avadpopikni, NPOONTIKA, N
OUYXPOVIKN) Kal TouG O€elKTEG TNG enfnTwong 1
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Tou eninoAaocpou. Ta NooooTd TNG PHEONG ETACIAG
eninTwong xpnolgonoindnkayv 4tav otn JeAETN
TNG ENNTWOoNG N NEPIOOOG TNG NapakoAoudnong
&enepvoUoe TO €va £TOG. XTNV NEPIMTWON NouU pia
MEAETN avapepdTay TOOO OTOUG OEIKTEG TNG AOPNG
600 KAl TNG NPOTUNWMEVNG ENMTWONG KAl TOU
eninoAaopoU, eNIAéEOPE TOUG MPOTUNWHEVOUG
KaTA nNAikia OelkTeG. O1 NEPIOXEG TWV PEAETWV
opadonoindnkav TeMkd oTiG akdAouBec kaTn-
yopieg: (a) xwpeg Bépeiag Apepikng, (B) xwpeg
Bépeiag Eupwnng, (y) xwpeg NOTIag Eupwnng,
Kkal () avanTUOOOHEVEG XWPEG. ZTNV Opdda TV
AVANTUOOOPEVWY XWPWY KATNyopIionomonkav
OAEG 01 XWPEG Nou eupiokovTal ekTOG Eupwnng kai
napouoIdouv KaTd kePaAiv el06dnpa AiydTepo
and 5.000 doAdpia Apepikic. Tia Tn odykpion
TNG eNMTWONG KAl TOU eNMoAaopoU PHETAEU Ve-
WYPAPIKWV NEPIOXWY, O BOPEIEG AJEPIKAVIKEG
Kal ol Bépeiec Eupwnaikég xwpeg Tagivoundnkav
padl Adyw napopolwyv anoTeAeopdTwy, Kadwe
ka1 Abyw Tou PIKPoU apifpoU Twv APEPIKAVIKWV
MEAETWV (OUO PEAETEG eNMTWONG KAl pia PENE-
Tn eninohacpou). O1 dIAUEDEG KAl O AKPAieg
TIHEG TWV OEIKTWV eNMTWONG KAl €NIMOAAOPOU
™¢ PA, nou napatnpridnkav oTi¢ ONddes Twv
XWPWY, unoAoyiotnkav katd GUAO KAl y1a TOUG
OUVOAIKOUG MANBUOOUG yIa KAOE OpEda XWPWV.
EéeTdoape TIC YewypaPIKES DIAPOPEG TWV DEIKTWV
eninTwong kal eninoAacpou KAvovTag xpron TNg
dokipaoiag katd Mann-Whitney kai Tng dokipa-
olag katd Kruskall-Wallis (exact probabilities),
KAl XPNOIMOMNOIWVTAG WG OTATIOTIKA povdada Ta
anoteAéopata anod kA pia peAérn.

H diadikaoia odvoyng (pooling process) ena-
vaAipOnke HeTd and apaipeon Twv NPOONTIKWY
N TwV avadPOoMIKWY PEAETWY, BewpwvTag TNV
NAaPAPETPO AUTA WG TNV N0 oNPAvTIKA O1a(oPd
oTNV NoIOTNTA TWV PEAETWV. T1a TIG HEAETEG TOU
ennoAaopou akohoubribnke n d1a péBOOOG,
d1axwpPiCovTag TIG MEAETEG O AVADPOMIKEG Kal
OUYXPOVIKEG. ZUyKpivape enfong Toug adpoug
OEIKTEG JE TOUG MPOTUNWHEVOUG OEIKTEG MOU NMe-
plieAipOnoav otnv avdAuon. Xpnolponoinoape
TIG OUYKPIOEIG QUTEG WG METPO TNG ETEPOYEVEIQG
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o Zuvodo
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Enintwon (nepioTarikd/10° karoikoug/érog) uvolo (5 peréreg)
OIGUETES Kal akpaleg TILES
L 0 2 4 6 8 10 12 14
Eikéva 1. Enimrwon tng PA o€ d1aQOpETIKES MEPIOXES Ennolaoyds (nepiorand/10° saroikoug)
OIGUETES Kal akpareg TIUES

TOU KGOpOoU (OIGUEDES Kal akpaleS TIUES TwV napatn-
POULIEVWY MOTOOTWY ENMTWONG O OUAOES XWPWY).

TwV OEOOUEVWY MOU OUYKEVTPWONKAV OTN pe-
AETN auTtn.

‘O\eg o1 OTATIOTIKEG dOKIPAOIEG ATav OUOo Ka-
TeuBuvoewy, pe pia Tiun p<0,05 wg épio yia Tn
oTaTIoOTIKA onpavTikéTnTa. Enfong Bewprioape
TINEG p<0,10 w¢ evdei&elg p1ag Tdong, OPWG PN
OTATIOTIKA ONPAVTIKAG.

ANMOTEAEZIMATA

And tnv avadiitnon tn¢ BifAioypagiag Eva
oUvoAo 28 peleTwy eupgbnoav va nAnpouv Ta
KpITipIa évtaéng TNG cuoTNUATIKAG avaokonn-
ong. Evvéa ntav peléteg enintwong, 17 Atav
MEAETEG ennoAaopouy, evw 2 ekTipoUoav TOUG
OeikTeC TOOO TNC eniNTwong 600 KAl TOU ENIMNO-
Aaopou. ‘OAeg ol peAéTeg nou TeAIkG nAnpoudoav
Ta kPITAPIa €viaéng NTav ayyAikéG ONpooieUoElG,
av kar unnipxav dUo YaAIKEG ONpooIeUoEIg Kal
Mia yeppavikni aveupebeioeg otny apxikni avadi-
tnon. O nivakag 1 ouvoyidel Ta anoteAéopaTa
Tnc avadritnonc otn Medline.””*

O1 nivakeg 2 kai 3 napouoid{ouv Ta anoTeAE-
OMATA TWV PHEAETWY enNnoAaopoU kal enfNTwong
YIO OPIOHEVEG NEPIOXEG TOU KOOPOU KAl OPI-
OMEVEG XWPEG. O1 NEPIOOOTEPES AN TIG MEAETEG
eninTwong eixav npaypatonoinOei oTig Bopeieg
Eupwnaikég xwpee. Aev unnpxav JeAéTeg eninTw-

138-150 Markatselli.indd 141

Eikéva 2. EmnoAacuds tng PA o€ d1apOpETIKES ne-
PIOXES TOU KGOoU (OIGUETES Kal aKPAIES TIUES Twv
EKTIUATEWY TOU ennoAaooyd o€ oUdOEs XwPWwV).

ongand TIC AVaNTUOOOMEVEG XWPEG. AVTIOETWC,
UNAPXOUV PEAETEG ENIMOAAOHOU NPAyPATONOIN-
Ocloeq 0 NOMEG XWPEG KAl OPIOPEVEG MEPIOXES
TOU KOOMOU.

H eikéva 1 deixvel TNV KATAVOUN TwV OEIKTWY
TNG ENMTWONG MOU AVAPEPOVTAI OE OPICHEVEG
MEAETEC NG OIAPOPETIKEG MEPIOXEG TOU KOOUOU.
O1 voTieG Eupwnaikég xwpeg napouoiddouy xa-
MNAGTEPN eninTwon TnG PA. H didpeon etriola
eninTwon yia 1o ouvoAikd NANBuopd nou napa-
TNPEITal oTIg VOTIEG Eupwnaikés xwpeg eival 16,5
(akpaieg TIEG 9-24) NePINTWOEIG avd 10°. NMa
TIG BOpeieq Eupwnaikég xwpeg n didueon eThoIa
enfnTwon nou napatnpPnonke nTav 29 (akpaieg
TIMEG 24-36) KAl yIa TIG BOPEIEG AHEPIKAVIKES XW-
pegritav 38 (range 31-45). H ouvoAikh katavoun
TWV NOCOOTWY eNMTWONG O€ dIEPEPE ONPAVTIKA
METAEU TwV OIAPOPETIKWY NEPIOXWY TOU KOOHOU
oUppwva e Tn dokipaoia katd Kruskal-Wallis
(p=0.09). MapatnpriBnke oTATIOTIKA ONPAVTIKA
O10pOoPd PETAEU TwV BOPEIWY KAl TWV VOTIWV
Eupwnaikwyv xwpwv yia Tov avopiké nAnBuopuéd
pévo (8.5/10° évavti 21/10°, p=0,05). Katd Tn
Bewpnon Twv POpeiwV APEPIKAVIKWY KAl TwV
Bopeiwv Eupwnaikwyv xwpwv w¢ pia opdda,
ol dIAPOPEG HETAEU TNG OPAdAG AUTAG KAl TNG
OpAdag TwV VOTIWY Eupwnaikwyv xwpwyv Napou-
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MINAKAZX 1. ATOTEAEZMATA ANAZHTHXIHX XTH MEDLINE KAl KPITHPIA ENTAZHZ A TH PA

Bripata ava{itnong

PA kal enfntwon kal ennoAaopog, £1o¢ dnpooieuong 1988-2005

Meplypa@Ikég eNIONPIOAOYIKEG PEAETEG TNG ENMTWONG

kal Tou eninoAacpou Tng PA oe evrihiko nAnBuoud
Kpimripia tou ACR

FevikdG NANBuop6G 16-20 eTwv Kal dvw

Ap1Bp6¢ dnpocieboswy

3232

51
46

28

o1ddouv OTATIOTIKA ONPAVTIKOTNTA TNG TAENG
Tou p=0,07 yia To ouvoAiké NANBuopsd kal TNG
Tdéng Tou p=0,04 yia Tov avdpiké nAnBuopd. Ol
OeikTeG O€ DIEPEPAV ONPAVTIKA YIA TO YUVAIKEIO
nAnBuopé (24,5/10° évavt 40/10°, p=0,11).

H eikbéva 2 deixvel TNV KATAVOUN TWV EKTIMN-
OgwV Tou gninoAacpou nou avagepovTal and
OPIOMEVEG MEAETEG ANG DIAPOPETIKEG MEPIOXEG TOU
kbéopou. H didpeon exTiinon Tou enimoAaopou
y1a T0 0uvoAIKé NANBuopé nou napaTnprbnke
oTIG VOTIEG Eupwnaikég xwpeg eival 3,3 (akpaieg
TINéC 3,1-5,0) nepintwoeic avd 10°. Tia Ti¢ Bo-
pele¢ Eupwnaikég xwpeg, N dIGPEON eKTiPNON
Tou eninoAacpou nou naparnpriBnke nrav 5,0
(akpaieg TipEG 4,4-8,0), evwd yia TIG avanTuooo-
Meves xwpegTav 3,5 (akpaieg TIpEG 2,4-3,6). 2&
Mia peAétn and Tn Bopeia Apepikn o eNNOAAoHSOG
ekTipdTal 61 1ooutal pe 10,7 nepinTwoelg avad
10°. H ouvoAIkrA KaTavour Tou eninoAacpoy
Y10 TO OUVOAIKG Kal y1a ToV avOpIké nAnBuopd
OIaPEPEI ONPAVTIKA PETAEU TwV OIAPOPETIKWV
NEPIOXWYV TOU KOOPOU OUPPWVA PE TN dOKIPaoia
katd Kruskal-Wallis (p=0,02). H diapopd nou
napatnPnOnke eival opiakd onpavTiki yia To
yuvaikeio nAnBuopd (p=0,11).

Yndpxer oTaTIOTIKG ONPavTIkA dlapopd oTov
eninoAaocpd peta&l Popeiwv Eupwnaikwy kal
APEPIKAVIKWY XwpwV (6Tav BewpouvTal we Pia
Opada) Kal Twv VOTIWY Eupwnaikwy Xwpwy yid
TO yuvaikeio nAnBuopd (p=0,05) kail yia Toug
avopec (p=0,02). H diapopd autn ritav opiakd
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onpavtikn yia 1o cuvoAiké nAnBuopué (p=0,07).
O1 ekTiynoeIc Tou eninoAacpoU dIEpepav o€
€va OoTaTIOTIKA onpavTikG eninedo peta&l Twv
Bopeiwv Eupwnaikwy kar AJEPIKAVIKWY XWPWV
(6Tav BewpolvTav we pia opdda) kal Twv ava-
NTUCOOPEVWY XWPWV YIa TO OUVOAIKSO NANBUouO
(p=0,003) kar yia Toug dvopeg (p=0,04). Ol
voTieG Eupwnaikég xwpes dev napouoid{ouv
onpavTikd d1apopeTIkKG eninoAacpd and Tig
AVANMTUOOOPEVEG XWPEG.

‘Ooov apopd oTIG OIaXPOVIKEG TAOEIC TNG
ouxvoéTNTaG TNG PA, povo 3 peAETEG enfmTwong
napeixav O1axpoVIKEG NANpogopies and Tnv idia
nepioxn HeAéTng, Baoiopéves ota id1a kpITipIa
Tou ACR, XpnoIpgonoiwvTag Tig id1e¢ pebddoUG
kataypagic nepiotatikwy. O Doran kai ouv.’
ekTipnoav TI¢ Tdoelc oTny enintwon TG PA oTo
Rochester Tng Minnesota, yia pia nepiodo oa-
pdvta eTwv. H eninTwon otov eviiAiko NANBuoud
MEIONKE MPOOOEUTIKA KATA TIG 4 DEKAETIEG TNG PE-
AéTng ané 61,2/10° 10 1955-1964 o€ 32,7/10° 10
1985-1994. L1n peAéTn Tou Kaipiainen-Seppanen
kal 6UV.'"” MOU NPAYHATONOINONKE OF 5 NEPIOXEC
oTh ®IvAavdia, ekTiunOnke N eTAOIO ENMTWON TNG
PA oTov eviihiko NANBuopd yia 3 xpdévia: To 1980,
10 1985 ka1 10 1990. To 1990 naparnpriBnke
MElwoN TNG eninTwong katd 15% ouykPITIKG pe
TIG NPONYOUUEVEG XPOVIEG TNG PHEAETNG, N onofa
avTavakAd Kupiwg Tn vOoo nou xapaktnpideral
and apvnTiké peupaTtoeldn napdyovra. Mia
MEAETN Nou npaypaTtonoindnke oe kabopiopgvn
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neploxri TN¢ EAGdac and v oudda pac”’ uno-
AOyioe Tnv etiola eninTwon katd Tnv nepiodo
META&EU 1987-1995. O1 deikTeC eTOI0G ENNTWONG
kupaivovTav peta&l 15 kal 36/10° katoikoug,
aA\d dev napatnprBnke OoTATIOTIKA ONPAVTIKA
d1axpoVvIkn TAon oTn ouxvoTNTa TNG VOoOoU. ‘OAeG
QUTEG O1 HEAETEG NTAV AVADPOIKES, BACIOUEVEG
o€ 1aTPIKG apxeia.

O1 NPoOoNTIKEG PEAETEG ENMTWONG OEV NAPOUOI-
adav onpavTiké xapunAGTePOUG OelKTEG ENMTWONG
€V OUYKPIOEI PE TIG AVAOPOMIKEG MEAETEG. H Didipe-
on eniNTwon yia Tov 0UVOAIKG eviiAiko NANBUouG
au&nbnke and 29 (nepinTwoelc/10°) ot 30, ueTd
TNV aPaipeon Twv NPoonTIKWY PeAeTwy. O1 dId-
Meool OeiKTEG TNG €IOIKAG KATG pUAO-eniNTwoNg
au&nbnkav and 18 og 18,5 yia Toug dvopeg kal
and 37 oe 38,5 yia Ti¢ yuvaikeg. O ekTipnoeig
Tou eNNoAAopoU dev dIEPePAV ONPAVTIKA PETA
ané agaipeon Twv avadpoMIKWY N TwV OUYXPO-
VIKWV PeAeTwv. O dIdPecoG eMNoAAopéG yia TovV
OUVOAIKO eviiAiko NAnBuopd auéribnke and 4,9
(nepintoeic/10°) o€ 5,0, dTav Pewproape HOvo
TIG OUYXPOVIKEG MEAETEG. O1 QVTIOTOIXEG PETABOAEG
yla Toug €101koUG KaTd puUAo deikTeg NTav and
2,2 og 2,0 yia Toug Gvdpeg kal and 6,6 ot 7,7
Y1 TIG YUVaiKeG. TPeIG and TIG €VTEKA MEAETEG
enintwonc (27,2%) xai 14 andé 1ic 19 (73,7%)
MEAETEG ennoAaopol napoucialav pévo Toug
adpouq deikTeg oTa npwtdTUNa dpdpa. Merd
TNV aPaipeon Twv avOpwy N Twv NPOTUNWHEVWY
OEIKTWY, Mou ixav oupnepIAN@Oel otnv avdAuon,
dev unNipxav oTaTioTIKA ONPAVTIKEG METABOAEG
yIQ TO oUVONTIKG ANOTEAEOPATA OTIG PHEAETEG TNG
eninTwong 11 Tou eninoAacpou.

2YYZHTHXH

YUPpWVa Je TA anoTeAéoPOTA TNG OUOTNHA-
TIKAG AUTAG aVAOKONNONG, Ol JEAETEG ENMTWONG
kal emnoAacpou TN PA, o1 onoieg Baoidovral ota
kpiTiipia Tou ACR Tou 1987, diapépouv akdua
ONMAVTIKG oTIG HEOODOUG TOUG, Kal KATAARyouv
o€ Jia eupeia dilakUpavon Twy OEIKTWY ENMTWOoNG
KAl TWV EKTIWACEWY TOU €MIMoAacpou.

O1 peBOOOAOYIKEG DIAPOPEG aPOoPOUV OTIG
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pMEBOOOUG avayvwPIoNG KAl KATAYyPAPHiG TwV
NeEPIOTATIKWY, KABWG enfong kal oTov TPOMNO
unoAoyiopoU Twv OEIKTWY TNG eNfNTWONG Kal
Tou eninoAacpoU. MepIKEG HENETEG DEV NAPOU-
o16¢ouv NPOTUNWHEVOUG WG NPOG TNV NAIKIa
OeikTeG. EMnpoo0eta, o1 yébodol npoTinwong
WG NPOG TNV NAIKia dlaPEPouV PETAEU TwV pEAe-
TWV N Ogv neplypdpovral ota dpbpa. EvrouTolg,
01 HEOODOAOYIKEG DIAPOPEG TWV MEAETWV HOVO
MEPIKWG Oa pnopouoav va eEnyrioouv TIG Na-
PATNPOUPEVEG DIAPOPEG OTN ouxvoTNTa TNG PA
META&U Twv dla@opwy neploxwyv. O1 dIapopEg
auTég Oa ynopouoav eniong va oxeTidovTral Pe
TNV 1IaTpIKA KAIVIKA npakTiki, TNV npéofaon otn
Oepaneia kal TIG d1IAPOPEG OTOV ENIMOAAOHO TWV
NePIBAMOVTIKWY KAl TWV YEVETIKWY NAPAYOVTWY
KivOouvou.

O1voTieG Eupwnaikég xwpeg napouoiddouy xa-
MNASTEPOUG DEIKTEG ENMTWONG KAl ENIMOAACHOU
an’ 6,11 o1 Bépeleg Eupwnaikég kal o1 BOpeleg
AMEPIKAVIKEG XWPEC, AV KAl Ol OIAPOPEG AUTEG
Oev NTav oTATIOTIKG ONPAVTIKEG YIA TOV yuval-
kelo NANOUopé. EvrouTolg, n EMepn oTaTioTIKAG
onpavTikoTnTag Oa pnopouoe va oxeTiCeTal Pe
TO MIKPO apIBuo6 peheTwy and Tn voTia Eupwnn.
EninAéov, pepikéc and Tig peAETeG auTEég Baaico-
VTl 0€ OXETIKA PIKPO péyebog delypaTtog. “Exel
npotalei 611 n PA otn véTia Eupwnn napouoi-
ddel éva 101aiTePO YEVETIKO, EMONPIOAOYIKO Kal
kAIviké npo@ih.*>>” Oplopuévec ueAéTeg KaTadel-
kvUouv 611 n PA eival nmétepn, Pe AiyOTEPEG
eEwapOPIKEG KAl AKTIVOAOYIKEG EKONAWOEIG OTOUG
nAnBuopoug Tng véTiag Eupwnng. MapdyovTeg
nepIBarovTikoi kal oxeTICOPEVOI PJE TOV TPOMNO
(wn¢ evoéxetal va oupBArouy oTo dIapOPETI-
KO auTtd npo@iA. AlaiIrnTikoi napdyovTes dnwe
n katavdhwon ghaidAadou kar Yapiwy, kKabwe
enfong n Meooyelakn dlaTpoPn, gaiveral va
aokoUv NPOOTATEUTIKA eNfdpaon oTnv avdntuén
TNC véoou kal oTn cofapdtnTta Tng véoou. o™
O1 yeveTIkEG ouoxeTioelg TNG PA gival niBavo va
eival d1aPpopPETIKEG 0TOUG NANBUOPOUC TNG VOTI-
a¢ Eupwnng, ev ouykpioer pye autég otn Bopeia
Eupwnn kai 1i¢ Hvwpéveg MoAiteieq ApepIknig
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MINAKAZX 2, MOXOXTA ENINTQXIHX THX PA MATKOXIMIQZX, XE MEAETEXZ BAXIZIMENEX XTA KPITHPIA TOY ACR
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[aAAia
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(HMA). Ta aMriNia Tou «peupaTogldoug eniTonou»
napaTnpouvTal Nepinou ota Tpia TETapTa Twv
Bopeiwv Eupwnaiwv aoBevwyy, evw avriBETWE Ta
aMnAio autd napaTnpouvTtal oToug pioous and
TouG aoBeveig oTn véTia Eupwnn. Eninpéo0eta,
Ta aMiANia auTd gaiveral nw¢ dev anotedolv
napdyovTeg KIvOUvou yia Tn ooapdtnTa Tng
véoou oTov {010 Babud oe dhoug Toug NANBu-
OpOUC nou peheTAONKav.” ™’

O1 Niyeg peAéTeG emmMoAao oy, o1 ONoIEG EXouv
npaypaTonoinOel oTIC AVaNTUOOOPEVEG XWPEG
kal BaoiCovrar ota kpitripia Tou ACR, dgixvouv
Mia onpavTikd xapnAdTepn ouxvéTNTa TNG VO-
00U OUYKPITIKA e TIG BOpeleq Eupwnaikeég kal
APEPIKAVIKEG XWPEG. H xapnAdTepn autn napa-
TNPOoUMeVN ouxvéTnNTa Ba PNOPOUoE PEPIKWG VA
OXETICETAI PE XAPNASTEPN EPPAVION TG VOOOU
OTIG AVANTUOOOMEVEG XWPEG, AMA pnopel eniong
va avravakAd d1apopEG oTny NAIKIGKA KaTavo-
M peTa&U Twv NANBUOPWY Nou peAeTABNKaV.
Eninpdodera, nepintwoelg nmag PA pnopef va
gival Aiyétepo mbavé va avayvwpiofoulv oTig
AVANTUOOOPEVEG XWPEG, avdloya pe Tnv npoéd-
oBaon otnv 1atpiki ppovtida. Auté pnopel va
odNyei o€ OXETIKA UMOEKTIUNON TNG EJPAVIONG
NG PA oTIg peréteg nou Baoifovrar og 1aTpIkd
apxefa. H anouoia pehetwv andé dAa p€pn Tou
kéopou 6nwe n Appikn, n Pwoia, peydAa pépn
™¢ Aofag, pnopei enfong va avtinpoowneuel
€vav NEPIOPIOPO OTN PEAETN PaG.

‘Ooov apopd oTIg alayEg oTny eppavion TNG
PA kaTd TNV Ndpodo Tou xpdvou, o1 UNdpPxou-
0e¢ NANpopopieg eival neplopiopéveg. Movo n
gepyaoia Tou Doran kal ouv.’ e€taoe Tnv eEENIEN
TNG EPPAVIONG TNG VOOOU YIa pia HaKPd XPOVIKA
nepiodo (TEooEPIC OEKAETIEC), EpappolovTag Ta
kpitipia tou ACR Tou 1987 avadpopikd, Baol-
(6pevn og 1aTPIKd apxeia, yia pia kaBopiopgvn
nepioxn Twv HIMA. H epyaoia autr katadeikvuel
Mia onpavTikn peiwon otny enintwon Tng PA otnv
kaBoplopévn aut neploxn TIC NPONYOUPEVES
dekaeTieG. H peAérn Tou Kaipianen-Seppanen kai
ouv.”' enfonc npoteiver pia ehappd peiwon oTny
enintwon TnG PA otn ®ivhavdia peta&y 1980 kal
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— EMNTOZH KAI ENMOAAXMOE THY PEYMATOEIAOYY APGPITIAAL, BAZEI TAN ANAGEAPHMENQN KPITHPION TOY 1987 TOY AMEPIKANIKOY KOAETIOY PEYMATOAOTAL: MIA EYETHMATIKH ANAZKOMHEH

1990. EvrouToig, eival dUokolo va npoTabei pia
yeviki Tdon TnG enfntwong TnG PA yia OAeg TIg
XWPEG PACEl TWV ANOTEAEOPATWY TWV PEAETWV
autwyv. Kabwg éxoupe napatnprioel, undpxel
pia agloonpeiwtn diakUpavon Tng eNiNTwong
Kal Tou emnoAacpou TG PA peta&l kpatwy Kal
nepIoxwV Tou kéopou. H divhavdia kar ol HMA
eival mBavéd va napouoiddouv Ta uPnAdTepa
nooootd PA oe oUykpIion PEe NOANEG AANEG XWPES
(nivakag 2). O avadpopikdG xapakTipag Twv
MEAETWV auTwV O€TEl Enfong opIopEévoug NePIo-
pIoPOoUG OTNV EPUNVEIA TWY NANPOPOPIWY TOUG.
Juvenwge, xpelddovral neploodTePa OedOPEVA
and OPIOHEVEG XWPEG, TO OMoia va eknopedovTal
and Tnv €peuva TNG dlaxpovikng eEEMNIENG TNG
ouxvOTNTAG TNG VOOOU 0€ KAOOPIOHEVES NEPI-
ox€¢, va Baoiovral ota kpimripia Tou ACR Tou
1987 xai va xpnoigonololyv Tig idleg peBSGdOUG
KOl MNYEC KATAyPaPni¢ NEPIOTATIKWY YIA KAOE
XPOVIKN Nepiodo (44).

H eppnveia TnG oTaTIOTIKAG OUYKPIONG TwV
OUVONTIKWY TNG ENMTWONG KAl TOU ENIMOAACHOU
napouoliddel KANOIoUG NePIOPIOPOUG NOU OXe-
TiCovTal pe peBodoroyikd BEpaTa TWV PEAETWV
nou ocupnepleANPONoav. O1 HEAETEG QUTEG Npo-
¢pxovral and dlapopeTikd nepiBdAovra €peu-
VaG KAl XPNOIPonoloUv dIapOPETIKEG HEOODOUG
KaTaypaeng neplotatikwy. ‘Ocov apopd TI¢
MEAETEG ENINTWONG, Ol NEPIOOOTEPEG ANG AUTEG
otnpiféTav oe avadpopikd oxedlaouo, Baoi-
(Opeveg og 1TPIKG ApXeia, KAl HOVO TPEIG eixav
npoonTikd xapakThnpa. O pIKPOG aplBuds Twv
MeEAETWV enfnTwong Oev emITPEnel TN oUykpion
METAEU aVAdPOMIKWY KAl MPOONTIKWY MEAETWV
yla TG 101G neplox€q. Katd tn Beypnon dAwv
TwWV MEAETWV padl, ol NPOONTIKEG PEAETEG OEV
napouoiadav onpavTikéG d1aPpopPeTIKA NMOCO-
oTd eninTwong and TIG AVAOPOUIKEG MEAETEG.
EvrouTolg, o1 NpooNTIKEG PEAETEG enfnTwong eival
noAU Aiyeg kal éxouv npaypatonoin®ei oe nepi-
OXEG ME OXETIKA XaPNA ouxvoTnTa EPAVIONG
NG PA. ‘Ocov a@opd TIG HEAETEG eninoAacpoy,
Ol NEPIOOOTEPEG ANO AUTEG NTAV OUYXPOVIKEG
kal Baoi(dtav o€ PehETeG nediou kal oTnv e&g-

146

Taon evoc OelfypaTos and Tov yevikd NANBUOPO.
TéooepIq PENETEG eNNOAAOOU RTAV AVADPOMIKEG,
Baolopéveg og 1aTpIKA apxeia. O1 eKTIUACEIG TOU
eninoAaopou dev dIEPePAV ONPAVTIKG PETA&U
TwV OUO TUNWYV TWV MEAETWV.

‘Evag dAog neplopiopdg nou TiBetal eivail 0T
T600 01 PHEAETEG ENIMTWONG OO0 KAl Ol PEAETEG
€NINOAAOPOU oUXVA XPNOIPONOIoUV OIaPOPETI-
KEG MEOOGOOUG NpooapPOYNG yIa TNV NAIKIA, EVW
MEPIKEG ANG AUTEG OEV MAPEIXAV MPOTUNWHEVOUG
w¢ NPog¢ Tnv nAikia deikTeg. EMAéEape va Bew-
PAOOUME NPOTUNWHEVOUG WG NMPOG TNV NAIKIa
OEiKTEG ENNTWONG KAl eNiNoAaopoU éTav auTol
Arav diaB€oipor. Katd tn oldykpion Twv adpwv
OEIKTWV ME TOUG NPOTUNWMPEVOUG OEIKTEG NOU
nepiAapfBdvovtal otnv avdhuon, dev unnipée
onpavtiki dlapopd yia Tnv enintwon 1 Tov
ennoAaopd. AMol neplopiopol oTny gppnveia
Twv 0gdopévwy Ba pnopodoav va oxetidovral
ME OIaPOPEC OTO PEYEDOG TWV OEIYUATWY KABWG
enfong kal ue O1aPOPETIKEG NAIKIAKEG KATAVOUEG
oTov kaBéva and Toug NANBUOPOUG HEAETNG.

Yndpxouv Aiyeg uévo PEAETEG MOU enixelpouv
OTATIOTIKEG OUYKPIOEIGC OTO NAaiolo piag ou-
OTNHATIKAG AVAOKOMNONG TWV MEPIYPAPIKWY
ENIONMIOAOYIKWYV PEAETWV. AfyeG and auTEG xpn-
olgonolodv Tov 6po «deTa-avdAuon» yia Tn
dladikacia aut. Aev undpxouv pebodoloyikd
dpbpa nou va nNpoTeivouv pia CUYKEKPIPEVN
dladikaoia yia Tnv epappoyn PeTa-avdiluong
TWV NEPIYPAPIKWY MEAETWV. O DNPOCIEUMEVEG
MEAETEG-NPOTACEIGYIQ TNV EQAPHOYN PETA-AVA-
AuoNG TWV EMONPIOAOYIKWY PHEAETWV NPOTEVOUV
€10IKd KPITAPIA yIa TNV a§loAdynon TG NoidTnTag
NG pebodoroyiag Twv ocupnepiAapBavopevwy
peheTwv. Ta kpitipia autd nepiAapfBdvouy Tnv
TauTonoinon Tou NEPIOTATIKOU, TOV TUMO TNG
MEAETNG, TOV KOBOPIOPS TOU NANOUOHOU PEAETNG
Kal Twv TUNO TWV EKTIHOUHEVWY SEIKTROV. .
Ztnv avaokénnon autn Dewproape wg KpIrmpia
™G noiéTnTag TG peBodoAoyiag Tov TUNO TNG
MEAETNG (NPoOoNTIKNA, AVadPOMIKA, CUYXPOVIKN)
Kal TOV TUMNO TV EKTIHOUPEVWY OEIKTWY (adpoi
N NPOTUNWWEVOL).
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Evrouroig, anopuyape va e€dyoupe éva Babud
OUVOAIKAG NoIGTNTAG YIa KAOE PEAETN, KABWG vO-
MiCoupe Nnwc pia TéTola diadikaoia Oa pnopouoe
va BewpnOei auBaipern. Emnpdodera, opiopéva
and Ta NPOTEIVOPEVA KPITAPIA NOIOTNTAG, ONWG
N TauTonoiNoN Tou NEPIOTATIKOU 1 0 KAOOPIoHEG
Tou NANBuoPOU PeAéTNG, anoTedodoav kpIThpIa
évraéng yia Tnv napouvoa peAétn. ‘ETol, npoxw-
pricape og pia avéhuon euaioOnoiag faciopgvn
oToV TUNO TNG MEAETNG KAI OTOV TUNO TWV NOCO-
OTWV Kal Jévo. EvrouTolg, e&foou onpavTikol katd
™ oUyKpIon TNG OUXVOTNTAG EPPAVIONG TNG PA
META&U OIAPOPETIKWY XWPWYV KAl MEPIOXWY TOU
KOOMOU, gival kal oI TaPdyovTeG Nou ennPeddouv
Tov Kivouvo yia PA otoug oupnepihapBavopevous
nAnBuopoug avapopdc. TETolol napdyovTeg eival
Ol DIAPOPETIKEG KATAVOMEG NAIKIAG kal pUAou,
TO DIAPOPETIKO KOIVWVIKOOIKOVOMIKS €NiNedO, N
npdéoBaon otnv 1ATPIKA pPOVTIda Kal GAAOL.

JUPNEPAOMATIKG, N ouxvoTnTa TNG PA MBavwg
NapouoIAdel ONPAVTIKEG OIAKUPAVOEIG JETAEU
TWV XWPWV KAl MEPIOXWYV TOU KOOMOoU. MTwTIKA
Tdon éxel NapaTNPENOE 0 XWPEG NOU XA PAKTN-
piCovral andé uPnAd NoocooTd enNiNTwoNG Kal
eninoAaopou Tng PA. EVIoUToIg, 0 OXETIKG PIKPOG
apIOPOGC HEAETWY and TIGC NEPIOOOTEPEG NEPIOXES
TOoU kbopoU, o1 HeEBODONOYIKEG DIAPOPES TOUG
KaOWe kal n EMerPn PeAeTWV eninTwong oTIg
AVANTUOOOPEVEG XWPEG OETOUV OPIOHEVOUG NEPI-
opIopoUg OTNY KATavénon TNG OUVOAIKAG EIKOVAG
NG emodnpioAoyiag TnG PA naykoopiwg.

ABSTRACT

Incidence and prevalence of rheumatoid
arthritis, based on the 1987 American
College of Rheumatology criteria: a
systematic review

Theodora Markatseli, Paraskevi V. Voulgari,
Yannis Alamanos, Alexandros A. Drosos
Rheumatology Dept. And Epidemiology Dept., Medi-
cal School, University of loannina, 45110 loannina,
Greece

Objectives: To conduct a systematic review
of incidence and prevalence studies of rheuma-
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toid arthritis (RA), based on the 1987 revised
American College of Rheumatology (ACR) criteria,
to compare their methodologies and summarize
their results, and to investigate the possible
geographic variations and changes over time
in the frequency of the disease.

Methods: We conducted a Medline search
between January 1988 and December 2005.
Studies reporting the incidence and prevalence
of RA in adult populations (16 to 20 years and
over), based on 1987 ACR criteria, were eli-
gible for inclusion. From each study included,
we extracted the country, year of publication,
type of study (retrospective, prospective, or
cross-sectional), and incidence or prevalence
rates. The study areas were grouped into (a)
North American countries; (b) north European
countries; (c) south European countries; and
(d) developing countries. We examined the
geographical differences of prevalence and in-
cidence rates using the Mann-Whitney and the
Kruskall-Wallis tests.

Results: Atotal of 28 studies were identified
meeting the inclusion criteria. Nine were inci-
dence studies, 17 were prevalence studies, and
2 estimated both prevalence and incidence
rates. Incidence studies were not available from
developing countries. There is a significant differ-
ence of prevalence estimates between northern
European and American countries and developing
countries. South European countries have lower
median incidence rates than North American
and north European countries. As concerning
the time trends of RA occurrence, only 3 inci-
dence studies provided secular data from the
same study area, based on ACR criteria, using
the same methods of case ascertainment. Two
of these studies indicate a decreasing incidence
of RA in Finland and United States of America.

Conclusions: The occurrence of RA varies
among countries and areas of the world. A de-
creasing trend has been observed in countries
characterized by high rates of RA incidence and
prevalence. However,the relatively small num-

147

3/10/2007 1:52:06 ii



138-150 Markatselli.indd 148

— EMNTOZH KAI ENMOAAXMOE THE PEYMATOEIAYY APGPITIAAL, BAZEI TAN ANAGEAPHMENQN KPITHPION TOY 1987 TOY AMEPIKANIKOY KOAETIOY PEYMATOAOTAL: MIA EYETHMATIKH ANAZKOMHEH

ber of studies for most areas of the world and
the lack of incidence studies for the developing
countries limits the understanding of worldwide
RA epidemiology.

Hellenic Rheumatology 2007; 18(2):138-150
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